NS

Approved For Release 2009/01/08 : CIA-RDP80-00810A008300190011-1

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION RE
- CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
This material tains inf the Nati 1 Defense of the United States within the } of the Espi Laws, Title
18, U.B.C. Becs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation of which in sny manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
‘ S=E=C-R-E-T : 25X1
COUNTRY Yugoslavia . REPORT
SUBJECT o | Peras DATE DISTR. 19 December 1955 .
Kozak, First Vice Presifent of the 25X1
Pecple's Assembly of Slovenia NO. OF PAGES 2
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO.  RD 25X1
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
[This is UNEVALUATED Information 25X1

DATE ACQUIRED

1.

3.

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAI OF CONTENT 1€ TENTATIVE

Ferdo Kozak, First Vice President of the Peopls’s Assenmbly of Slovenia, is 25X1
sbout 58 years old and married. EHe has & son, Primoz, who is 25 yesrs c¢ld,

& university stodent, and a Party member. Ferdo Kozak comes from an old

bourgeols family from the Bt. Peter district of LjvblJana. The Kozak femily
background and environment was descrived in the novels Senpater (8%. Peter)

end Maske (Maska), written by Ferdo's brother Jus Kozek,

Befors World War II Ferdo Komsk wam s gymmasium professor and a writer. EHe
wag a contributor, and, for v limited pericd of time, the chief editor cf
the Blovenian literary review Sodobmost (Contemporsry Review) whlch was pubs
lished in Ljwbljens until 19%1 eud which wes s sort of literary organ of the
Slovenian "eultural Bolsheviks." During the Itallan occupstion of Ljubljana
he Joined the Liberation Fromt, the Communist underground organization in
Blovenia, was arrested by Itallens, together with his brother Jus, and con-
fined in & village in Italy un%il 1943, °

On 5 May 1945 Kozak becams Minister for Culture in the first Communist
government of Slovenia which was set up on that day in Ajdovscina near
Trieste. In 1947 Kozek left this post and devoted himself entirely to politi-
cal activity. Sinee 1947 he has been at various periods of time a member

of the Federal Psrliement, s member of the Slovenian Parliament, and Vice
President of the Slovenian Parliament. About two years ago he again began
showing interest in literary sctivity and became a contributor to Nova
Sodobnest (New Contemyorary Review), & successor of the pre-war Sodobnost.

Ferdo Kozek has an importent position in the Union of Communists of Slovenia »
but his high position in Slovenis today is due more to his pre-war rather
than his wartime and post-war activity. The pre-war "cultural bolshevisam"
of Kozak, his vrother Jus, and Josip Vidmar, which was directed against the
traditional parties and et those intellectusls who locked for something
different, contributed considersbly in Slovenia towards the creation of the
atmosphere necessary for the foundation of the Liberation Fromt.

Ferdo Kozak tries to confine his social 1life mainly to the top government
circles in Slovenis. |
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| He has a car et his disposition and leads the life of
a "bourgeois” Communist. He lives in Villa Vrtacs, in the Vrtaca sectlon of
Ljubljena. . :
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